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The Prussia-Museum, officially established in 1881 in a part of 
the castle in Königsberg (now Kaliningrad), housed an impres-
sive collection of ethnographic and archaeological artefacts 
found in Eastern Prussia. Its collection was created mainly by 
the members of the Antiquity Lovers’ Association Prussia (Ger-
man: Altertumsgesellschaft Prussia), who conducted many exca-
vations, i.a., in Masuria and on the Sambian Peninsula1. Also, it 
was enriched by materials from other museums and private col-
lections, which included two interesting artefacts of unknown 
provenience, albeit unique in that part of Europe. It was a pair 
of bronze leech fibulae with clay cores, 2½-coil springs and 
long feet ending with a knob with a projection2. Their bows 
were marked with straight, transverse incisions and 15 small 
rounded depressions3. To one of them a piece of a little chain 
was attached, the other one missed the spring and pin (Fig. 1).

Both brooches belonged to the collection of Reverend Syl-
wester Józefat Suszczyński from Groß Rosinsko, Kr. Johannis-
burg (today Różyńsk Wielki, Ełk County), in Masuria. After 
his death in 18854 his complete collection was handed over by 
Rev. Otto Carl Julius Meißner from the parish of Drygallen, Kr. 
Johannisburg (today Drygały, Pisz County)5, and Superintend-

1 Ch. Reich 2005, 343–344; A. Rzeszotarska-Nowakiewicz 2008, 
33–34; W.D. Wagner 2019, passim.
2 In the literature, erroneously described as boat-shaped brooches (Ger. 
Kahnfibeln); cf. A. Bezzenberger 1895, 249.
3 A. Bezzenberger 1895, fig. 24; Katalog 1897, fig. 122.
4 According to some sources he died in 1883; see A. Kopiczko 2018, 
652.
5 Parish priest in 1885–1909. Items of Rev. Suszczyński was handed 
over after 1888, and most probably in 1891, when a penalty was im-

ent Friedrich Julius Leopold Skierlo from Johannisburg (today 
Pisz)6 to the Prussia-Museum7. Friedrich Skierlo was a mem-
ber of the Altertumsgssellschaft Prussia, which seems to explain 
why the collection was deposited in that museum8. Like Otto 
Meißner he also belonged to the historical association Verein 
für die Kunde Masurens9. Besides the two brooches Reverend 
Suszczyński’s modest heritage included other artefacts: two 
bronze pins, one probably with a spiral head and the other 
with a hammered head bent to make an eye, a glass white-blue 
bead, an undetermined silver coin and a small, hand-made clay 
vessel10. There are no reasons to assume that all the artefacts 

posed on him for paying great attention to increasing his fortune 
(G. Jasiński 2015, 226).
6 Sources say that in 1883–1888 he served in the parish in Węgorzewo 
(former Angerburg), and he became superintendent in the parish in 
Pisz only in 1888 (W. Hubatsch 1968, 345–347; M. Jodkowski 2021, 
322). He entered his diaries as a preacher gathering crowds in the 
church and a person with extensive contacts in East Prussia (G. Jasiń-
ski 2015, 322–323). He died in 1916 in Siberia at the age of 75 – previ-
ously arrested by the Russians in 1915 during a patriotic demonstration 
in Pisz (Königsberger... 1916; G. Jasiński 2015, 322; M. Jodkowski 
2018, 51). He kept a diary, which has not been preserved in the ar-
chives of the Evangelical-Augsburg Parish in Pisz – personal comm. 
from Fr. Marcin Pysz, for which we would like to thank.
7 A. Bezzenberger 1895, 249–250.
8 Rev. Skierlo discovered some archaeological sites in Masuria, he also 
took part in the excavation of the well-known cemetery from the Mi-
gration Period at Lehlesken (today Leleszki); see G. Bujack 1880, 31; 
W.D. Wagner 2019, 159; M. Rudnicki, 152.
9 G. Jasiński 2015, 226, 322; M. Jodkowski 2021, 322.
10 A. Bezzenberger 1895, 249.

Bartłomiej Kaczyński, Agata Grzędzielska

UnIqUE sanguisuga-tYpE BROOCh fROm fORmER Prussia-MuseuM

Unikatowa zapinka typu sanguisuga ze zbiorów dawnego Prussia-Museum

Abstract: The paper presents a North Italian bronze sanguisuga-type brooch, with a long foot and coral insets, dated to the Gola-
secca IIB phase. The brooch belonged to the collection of Pastor Sylwester Suszczyński, of the former Groß Rosinsko in Masuria. After 
his death in 1885, it ended up in the collection of the Prussia-Museum in Königsberg, and its fragments are now in the collection of 
the Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte in Berlin. It seems quite likely that this brooch (and a second identical one, now lost) came 
from Greater Poland, where Suszczyński, then a Catholic priest, worked between 1852 and 1875. It would therefore be one of the ex-
tremely rare North Italian imports in Central Europe from the younger stage of the HaD2 phase and the older and middle stage of 
the HaD3 phase.

Słowa kluczowe: fibula sanguisuga, Prussia-Museum, okres halsztacki, północna Italia, kultura Golasecca
Keywords: brooch-type sanguisuga, Prussia-Museum, Hallstatt Period, northern Italy, Golasecca Culture
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came from one assemblage11. Both pins may represent the types 
ubiquitous in a large area for a long time12 but the other finds 
are of unknown provenience.

The private owner of this small collection, Rev. Suszczyński, 
was a controversial figure. Born in Greater Poland in 1827, he 
was a Catholic priest for most of his life, only towards its end he 
first converted to the Old Catholic Church and in 1881 to the 
Evangelicalism. From 1883 till his death he was a parish priest 
in Groß Rosinsko13. He had no connections with archaeology 
(or at least there is no written information about that), which 
suggests that he became the owner of the collection by accident. 
Also, it is not certain that all the artefacts came from Masuria 
or former Eastern Prussia. During his long-lasting church serv-
ice Rev. Suszczyński resided, i.a., in the parishes in Greater Po-
land (Szamotuły, Ostrów Wielkopolski, Poznań, and Mogilno), 
and in Stallupönen/Ebenrode, Kr. Stallupönen in Eastern Prus-
sia (Stołupiany, today Nesterov/Нестеров, Kali ningrad obl.)14. 
He also stayed in Königsberg and in Basel, Switzerland, where 
he got married in 1875 using the Old Catholic marriage rites15.

The further fate of the collection handed over to the museum 
in Königsberg after Suszczyński’s death is only partly known. 
At the end of the World War II, on the night of 29th to 30th Au-
gust, 1944, the seat of the Prussia-Museum was bombed and 
its collection of artefacts, together with many precious docu-
ments (e.g. reports from excavations), was partly destroyed16. 
Fortunately, not the whole collection was destroyed as part of 
it had been moved to another place and thus saved. They in-

11 The old inventory number of the entire collection was 6672.
12 Cf. M.J. Hoffmann 2000, 144–145; A. Juga-Szymańska 2014, 51–
59; A. Waluś 2014, 64–66, 68–71.
13 G. Jasiński 1998, 446, note 59; 2015, 349; A. Bezzenberger 1895, 
249–250.
14 G. Jasiński 1998, 446, note 59; 2015, 349.
15 A. Kopiczko 2018, 652. According to G. Jasiński (2015, 350) it 
happened in 1877.
16 W.D. Wagner 2019, 327–329.

cluded 125 wooden crates with artefacts, photo negatives and 
archive records, which were sent to the Institute of Prehistory 
of the German Academy of Sciences in East Berlin (Prähisto-
rie Institut der Deutschen Akademie der Wissenschaften), where 
they were stored in a cellar for more than 40 years. The un-
favourable conditions in that cellar resulted in considerable 
damage. 99 crates were found and handed over to the former 
Museum für Ur- und Frühgeschichte in East Berlin as late as in 
1990. Two years later they were added to the collection of the 
Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte, Staatliche Museen zu Ber-
lin – Preußischer Kulturbesitz17.

The thus recovered artefacts, ca 50 000 in all, are today 
a separate collection, the so-called Prussia-Sammlung, and are 
stored in Schloss Charlottenburg in Berlin18. These are mainly 
metal artefacts, but also ones made of stone or glass: ornaments, 
weapons, and tools, coming from different sites of the former 
Eastern Prussia. Many of them were considerably damaged 
and for some of them the documentation is missing (records, 
labels or inventory cards), which may have allowed to deter-
mine the contexts of their finds. After long-lasting efforts part 
of that huge collection was inventoried and made available on-
line19. During that work the employees of the Berlin museum 
found one of the leech brooches previously belonging to Rev. 
Suszczyński, which are the subject of this article20. No other 
artefacts of his pre-war collection were found.

17 Ch. Reich 2005, 346–349, fig. 3, 4; A. Bitner-Wróblewska 2008, 
47–48, 58–59; Ch. Reich, W. Menghin 2008, 76–78.
18 The remaining surviving parts of the collection are also kept in the 
Museum of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn, in the Historical and 
Artistic Museum in Kaliningrad (Калининградский областной ис-
торико-художественный mузей); one vessel is kept in the State Ar-
chaeological Museum in Warsaw (A. Bitner-Wróblewska 2008, 46, 
58; cf. W. Nowakowski 1986, 379; A. Bitner-Wróblewska 1996).
19 Ch. Jahn, I. Szter 2018, 301–302.
20 Inventory number: PM Pr D 211.

Fig. 1. A sanguisuga-type brooch from the former Prussia-Museum 
(Rev. Suszczyński collection). After: A. Bezzenberger 1895.
Ryc. 1. Zapinka typu sanguisuga ze zbiorów dawnego Prussia-
Museum (kolekcja pastora Suszczyńskiego). 
Wg: A. Bezzenberger 1895.

Fig. 2. A partially preserved sanguisuga-type brooch from
the collection Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte, Staatliche 
Museen zu Berlin. Drawing: A. Grzędzielska. Photo: C. Klein.
Ryc. 2. Zachowana fragmentarycznie zapinka typu sanguisuga
ze zbiorów Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte, Staatliche 
Museen zu Berlin. Rys.: A. Grzędzielska. Fot.: C. Klein.
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The recovered artefact from the former Prussia-Museum is 
preserved fragmentarily: the bow with the spring have been split 
in half. Its bow is arched, expanding in its central part and its 
ends are tapered (resembling a leach). Its upper part smooth-
ly becomes a one-sided 2½-coil spring made of a wire with a 
circular cross-section (Fig. 2). Inside the bow made of copper 
(supposedly bronze) there is a clay core yellow-buff in colour. 
The bow is oval in cross-section. On the outside it is decorated 
on its top and bottom with thick transverse incisions. Between 
them there are 15 circular depressions reaching the clay core. 
A comparison of the shape of the preserved bow and the deco-
rative elements allows to say that this is a fragment of a brooch 
published by Adalbert Bezzenberger already in 189521 (Fig. 1). 
This is especially indicated by the break in the central part of the 
bow and the decorative elements: the number and arrangement 
of the depressions and the transverse incisions. Originally the 
brooch had a long pin and a profiled catch-plate ending with 
an oval-shaped flat boss tipped with a profiled projection. In 
the depressions on the bow and in the clay core pieces of cor-
al were inset, which was mentioned by Bezzenberger22. To the 
spring a chain of circular open bronze links was attached. The 
original dimensions were: full length 10,6 cm, width of the bow 
1,3 cm, diameter of the spring 0,8 cm.

The form of the brooch, unique in central Europe, its deco-
ration and technology of production clearly indicate that it was 
made in Early Iron Age in the northern littoral of the Mediter-
ranean Sea, in particular, in northern Italia. The discussed ar-
tefact belong to a group of several ten brooches type sanguis-
uga with arched bows decorated with coral insets and with long 
feet (Italian: fibule a sanguisuga e ad arco con staffa corta con 

21 Cf. footnote 3.
22 Describing this brooch, he drew attention to the remains of enamel 
(Resten von Emailverzierung) – mistaken for coral – foreign to this 
part of Europe; see A. Bezzenberger 1895, 249.

elementi incastonati). Brooches of this type found in Italy were 
collected and analysed by Patrizia von Eles Masi, who, basing on 
the number and arrangements of the holes, distinguished seven 
variants (A–G). The brooch discussed in this paper represents 
the most popular variant A, namely, brooches with three rows 
of coral insets23. As regards the decorations (three rows with 
five depressions each), the most similar find to the one from 
the former Prussia-Museum, came in San Bernardino di Briona, 
Novara Province (Fig. 3:5)24 and in Caverzano (today Belluno-
Caverzano), Belluno Province (Fig. 3:4)25. Taking into account 
the size, the decoration of the bow and the shape of the foot, 
similar finds were registered in Golasecca, Varese Province26, 
Este, Padova Province (Fig. 3:2)27, and Chies d’Alpago, Belluno 
Province (Fig. 3:3)28.

The sanguisuga brooches with coral insets were used from 
mid-6th up to mid-5th century BCE29. The earliest ones had slim 
bows with lens-shaped cross sections and two or three rows of 
ornaments (Fig. 3:1)30, the latest had massive arched bows with 
circular or polygonal cross-sections, entirely covered with coral 
insets (Fig. 3:6)31. The artefact from the Prussia-Museum repre-
sents a form typical of phase Golasecca IIb after Raffaele Carlo 
De Marinis32, which in the Hallstatt chronology is equivalent 

23 P. von Eles Masi 1984, 163–165.
24 L. Pauli 1971a, pl. 41:2.
25 P. von Eles Masi 1984, pl. 124:1529.
26 P. von Eles Masi 1984, pl. 123:1521.
27 O.H. Frey 1969, pl. 34:1.
28 P. von Eles Masi 1984, pl. 123:1523.
29 B. Schmid-Sikimić 2000, 218–219; S. Verger 2006, 40, fig. 20; 
V. Faudino et alii 2014, 132.
30 R.C. De Marinis 1981, 217, fig. 4; B. Schmid-Sikimić 2000, 232, 
fig. 14/B:1.2.
31 M. Primas 1970, pl. 21/A : 3; B. Schmid-Sikimić 2000, 218, fig. 1; 
V. Cicolani 2017, 99, 101–102, fig. 66.
32 R.C. De Marinis, F.M. Gambari 2005; further literature there.

Fig. 3. Selected sanguisuga-type brooches with long feet and coral inserts. 1, 2, 6 – E s t e, Padua Province; 3 – C h i e s  d ’A l p a g o, Belluno 
Province; 4 – C a v e r z a n o, Belluno Province; 5 – S a n  B e r n a r d i n o  d i  B r i o n a, Novara Province. After: P. von Eles Masi 1984.
Ryc. 3. Wybrane zapinki typu sanguisuga z długimi nóżkami i wkładkami z korala. 1, 2, 6 – E s t e, prow. Padwa; 3 – C h i e s  d ’A l p a g o, 
prow. Belluno; 4 – C a v e r z a n o, prow. Belluno; 5 – S a n  B e r n a r d i n o  d i  B r i o n a, prow. Novara. Wg: P. von Eles Masi 1984.
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to the final stage of phase HaD2 and early and middle stage of 
HaD3

33. In the Este Culture chronology they occur in phase IIID1 
correlated with the earlier part of phase HaD2 and the earlier 
part of phase HaD3

34. According to the traditional absolute chro-
nology phase Golasecca IIb is dated between 525–480 BCE35, 
while in Hallstatt chronology correlated with calibrated radio-
carbon dates this phase is set between 585–540 BCE36.

The brooches type sanguisuga with coral insets originated 
from the area of the Golasecca Culture in northern Italia37. 
They were probably produced in two centres, which may be 
indicated by their distribution. One of them was at the area of 
the Golasecca Culture, located in the north-eastern part of the 
ancient Lombardy and eastern part of Piedmont in the southern 
part of the Central Alps (Fig. 4). A few artefacts from that cen-
tre were found in Liguria38 and in the mid-Alpine zone: today’s 
Swiss cantons Ticino and Valais, and canton of the Grisons39. 
The second production centre was in the lower part of the Po 
Plain, especially the area of Veneto, occupied by the Este Cul-
ture population. Besides the large concentration in the prov-
ince of Padua, smaller ones were recorded in the neighbouring 
provinces of Verona, Treviso, Belluno and the slightly distant 

33 V. Faudino et alii 2014, 132, fig. 7:7; V. Cicolani 2017, 102.
34 M. Trachsel 2004, 238–239, fig. 239:114.115.
35 V. Cicolani 2017, fig. 66.
36 M. Trachsel 2004, 238, 256, fig. 156.
37 P. von Eles Masi 1984, 168–169.
38 V. Faudino et alii 2014, 132–133.
39 M.P. Schindler 1998; B. Schmid-Sikimić 2000, 221–240; V. Cico-
lani 2017, 109–110, fig. 75.

area of Tolmino in Slovenia40. The artefact from the Prussia-
Museum was most probably produced in the centre belonging 
to the Golasecca Culture, which may be indicated by the shape 
of the foot, similar to those of the finds discovered at that area41.

The specimens with clay cores and coral insets are consid-
ered to be the most decorative ornaments adorning women’s 
clothes in northern Italy42. In burials, single leech brooch-
es were usually found, together with pear-shaped pendants, 
rings and chains with trapeze-shaped pendants43. The paral-
lels indicate that a chain suspended from the brooch from the 
Prussia-Museum, most probably was an additional decorative 
element of the brooch. Unfortunately, as the context in which 
the brooches from Rev. Suszczyński’s collection were found is 
unknown, it is impossible to verify whether they came from 
a woman’s burial.

The circumstances in which the brooches from Rev. Susz-
czyński’s collection were discovered are unknown, so it is im-
possible to carry out a reliable analysis of their contexts and ori-
gin. A review of his life may indicate three possible moments 
when he could have obtained these artefacts. The earliest and 

40 C. Marchesetti 1893, pl. XV:2.4.14.16; P. von Eles Masi 1984, 
169, note 292.
41 V. Faudino et alii 2014, 134–135, fig. 13:1–3; por. P. von Eles 
Masi 1984, pl. 136:1698, 137:1518.1521. Feet of Schlankenfibeln type 
Gajaccio and Dragofibeln type Cerinasca di Arbedo are formed simi-
larly (V. Cicolani 2017, 81–83, 90, fig. 76).
42 V. Cicolani 2017, 101.
43 P. von Eles Masi 1984, pl. 122:1511, 123:1519A, 125:1540, 127:1577, 
128:1576.

Fig. 4. Dispersion 
of sanguisuga-type 
brooches with long feet 
and coral inserts.  
Graphics: B. Kaczyński.
Ryc. 4. Rozprzestrzenienie 
zapinek typu sanguisuga 
z długimi nóżkami 
i wkładkami z korala. 
Oprac. graficzne:  
B. Kaczyński.
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most probable one is that he got them from his parishioners or 
unearthed them during his service in the parishes in Greater 
Poland (Szamotuły, Ostrów Wielkopolski, Mogilno, Poznań) 
in 1852–187544. His collection also included bronze pins and 
a blue glass bead with white thread, which may suggest that 
these artefacts were unearthed at a cemetery from the Early Iron 
Age. It should be stressed that some imports from the Hallstatt 
Culture and northern Italia were found in Greater Poland45. It 
is also possible that he bought or got them during his service 
in Eastern Prussia in 1875–1885, however it seems less prob-
able since neither Sambia nor Warmia and Masuria have never 
yielded any artefacts suggesting long-distance contacts with the 
Hallstatt and Mediterranean world before LTB46. During his stay 
in Prussia, Suszczyński suffered a considerable decrease of his 
income47 which may have made him sell the collection to Rev. 
Otto Carl Julius Meissner before his death. The third possible 
scenario is that he brought the artefacts from Switzerland. Dur-
ing his visit to Basel in 1875, he got married. It is possible, but 
not really probable, that he bought a pair of sanguisuga brooches 
during that trip. It should be noted that the place where he stayed 
was more than 100 km away from the nearest place where such 
brooches could be unearthed, in Baar, Zug canton48. Of course, 
each of these options is equally possible as there is no informa-
tion in the sources about this private collection.

Assuming that the discussed artefact was found at the area 
of Poland, it would be the least surprising to find it in northern 
Greater Poland. At that area equally unique north-Italian im-
ports have been found, namely an arched brooch with a glass 
bow from Gorszewice, Szamotuły district49, and a snake brooch 
type S1 after Günter Mansfeld50, discovered in Rzadkowo, Piła 
County51. The latter artefact represents the same chronological 
horizon both in northern Italia52 and in the Hallstatt area53. The 
other evident traces of long-distance relations with the north 
Italian world come from Pomerania54, Silesia55, Lubusz Land56 
and the Lublin Land57. It is assumed that the imports from the 

44 The fashion for amassing antiquities in the 19th century was common 
among the clergy. The priests who conducted “amateur” excavations 
in Greater Poland included, among others. Fr. Piotr Pacieszyński from 
Siedlimowo and Fr. Antoni Laubitz from Inowrocław-Szymborze (see 
B. Kaczyński 2017; 2019).
45 M. Gedl 1991, 60–66, fig. 38:1–4, 39:3.4. 
46 A. Pozarzycka-Urbańska 1978, 156, fig. 1.
47 G. Jasiński 2015, 343.
48 V. Cicolani 2017, 110.
49 M. Gedl 2004, 93, pl. 56:265. 
50 G. Mansfeld 1973, fig. 1.
51 J. Kostrzewski 1936, fig. 3.
52 P. von Eles Masi 1984, 228, pl. 175:2365–2368, 176:2369–2382; 
V. Cicolani 2017, 86–87.
53 M. Trachsel 2004, 238, fig. 142, 143.
54 Sanguisuga-type brooch with short foot (M. Gedl 2004, pl. 56:264). 
Brooch of the same sanguisuga-type variety belonged to a late 19th 
collection of antiquities of  Seweryn Tymieniecki from Kalisz; to-
day it is still kept by his family (see M. Piotrowska, K. Kot 2016, 
216–219, fig. 2–4).
55 Schlankenfibeln S4-type (M. Gedl 2004, pl. 55:255–257).
56 Navicella-type brooches (A. Michalak, A. Jaszewska 2011, 153, 
fig. 33:3.5; U. Kobylińska 2014, 404–406, fig. 9.11).
57 Navicella-type brooch (E.M. Kłosińska 2014, fig. 1).

northern part of Italy came to the Polish lands via the West-
ern Hallstatt Culture, along the route across the central Alps, 
southern Germany and Lusatia58. This is confirmed by the nu-
merous finds of the Golasecca and Este Cultures in the west-
ern Alps, Switzerland and Baden-Württemberg59 and the finds 
from Hesse, Thuringia, and Brandenburg60. No brooches with 
coral insets were recorded to the north of the Alps before the 
late stage of phase HaD3

61. Thus the finds from the collection 
from of Rev. Suszczyński may have been the first type brooches 
of the sanguisuga-type with arched bows decorated with coral 
insets discovered in Central Europe62.
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Unikatowa zapinka typu sanguisuga ze zbiorów 
dawnego Prussia-Museum

Streszczenie

W działającym w Królewcu do 1945 roku Prussia-Museum znajdował 
się niewielki, zagadkowy zbiór zabytków, który tworzyły dwie brązowe 
szpile, biało-niebieski paciorek szklany, nieokreślona moneta srebrna, 
niewielkie naczynie gliniane, a także dwie unikatowe zapinki pijaw-
kowate z glinianym rdzeniem, kabłąkami prawdopodobnie zdobio-
nymi wstawkami z koralu, zakończone długą nóżką z kulką (Ryc. 1). 
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Zabytki te stanowiły spuściznę pastora Sylwestra Józefata Suszczyń-
skiego (1827–1885), po jego śmierci przekazaną Prussia-Museum 
m.in. za sprawą pastora Friedricha Juliusa Leopolda Skierlo z Pisza 
(dawn. Johannisburg), który był członkiem Towarzystwa Starożytni-
czego „Prussia”. Suszczyński, przez większość życia katolicki ksiądz 
pracujący w kilku parafiach w Wielkopolski (1852–1875), w 1875 roku 
zawarł w Szwajcarii związek małżeński w obrządku starokatolickim, 
a w 1881 roku ponownie zmienił wiarę – na ewangelicką – i osiadł na 
Mazurach, gdzie od 1883 roku w dzisiejszym Rożyńsku Wielkim koło 
Ełku (dawn. Groß Rosinsko, Kr. Johannisburg) był pastorem; najpraw-
dopodobniej nigdy nie miał nic wspólnego z archeologią.

Dwa fragmenty jednej z nich przetrwały zniszczenia wojenne 
i obecnie znajdują się w Museum für Vor- und Frühgeschichte w Berli-
nie (Ryc. 2). Dzięki nim i rysunkowi archiwalnemu można stwierdzić, 
że fibule z kolekcji Suszczyńskiego odpowiadają wariantowi A typu 
sanguisuga według Patrizii von Eles Masi. Wygląd zapinek sugeruje, 
że prawdopodobnie wykonano je w warsztacie funkcjonującym na 
obszarze kultury Golasecca, zajmującej tereny dzisiejszej północnej 
Italii, na co wskazuje także analiza rozprzestrzenienia analogicznych 
egzemplarzy (Ryc. 4). Na tym terenie podobne zapinki uznawane są 
za jedne z najokazalszych elementów stroju kobiecego. Formy zbli-

żone typologicznie do omawianego tu egzemplarza są charaktery-
styczne dla fazy Golasecca IIb według Raffaele Carlo De Marinisa, 
odpowiadającej schyłkowemu stadium fazy HaD2 oraz wczesnemu 
i środkowemu stadium fazy HaD3. W tradycyjnej chronologii bez-
względnej faza Golasecca II datowana jest na lata 525–480 p.n.e., zaś 
według korelowanej datami węglowymi chronologii halsztackiej na 
lata 585–540 rokiem p.n.e.

Nie wiadomo, w jaki sposób owe „egzotyczne” zapinki pijawkowa-
te trafiły do rąk Suszczyńskiego. Najbardziej prawdopodobne wydaje 
się, że obie zapinki pochodzą z Wielkopolski, gdzie ówczesny ksiądz 
Suszczyński spędził większość swojego życia. Z tego rejonu znane 
są zresztą importy halsztackie i północnoitalskie. Oczywiście, mógł 
też wejść w ich posiadanie w czasie pobytu w Prusach, wówczas jed-
nak zmagał się z problemami finansowymi i raczej mógł pozbywać 
się zbiorów, a nie je powiększać. Najstarsze znane obecnie importy 
śródziemnomorskie z tego obszaru datowane są zresztą dopiero na 
okres LTB. Możliwe jest wreszcie, że zakupił te zapinki podczas po-
bytu w Szwajcarii, co jednak uznajemy za raczej nieprawdopodobne. 
Ostatecznie przyjąć musimy, że rzeczywistego pochodzenia obu fibul 
typu sanguisuga (i pozostałych zabytków z kolekcji Suszczyńskiego) 
najpewniej nie poznamy już nigdy.
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